CLAIM : 


Smoking causes lung cancer. 


RESPONSE : Despite claims to the contrary, science has not determined 
the mechanism by which a normal lung cell becomes 
cancerous . 1 Without this scientific understanding, the 
frequently heard claim that smoking causes lung cancer 
must be viewed as just that, a claim or conjecture— 
not an established fact. 

There is a statistical association between smoking and 
lung cancer, but even the original U.S. Surgeon General's 
Report conceded that statistical associations cannot 
prove a causal relationship.^ Yet the great part of 
existing evidence cited in support of a causal link 
between smoking and lung cancer is, in fact, based on 
these kinds of statistical studies. 

Moreover, eminent scientists have questioned the evidence 
on smoking and lung cancer because of its many 
inconsistencies and its failure to answer such basic 
questions as: 

— Why do the vast majority of "heavy smokers" in any 

3 

study never develop lung cancer? On the other 

hand, why do a significant percentage of nonsmokers 

4 

get lung cancer? 
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— Why don't lung cancer rates in countries such as 
Japan parallel cigarette consumption? In several 

countries, tobacco consumption is high but the rate 

. . 5 

of lung cancer is low or vice versa. 

Why, after more than 40 years of research, have 
scientists failed to produce human-type lung cancer 
in laboratory animals through inhalation of tobacco 

smoke? 6 They have been successful, however, using 
7 

other agents. 

Cancer is a very complex disease. Many factors have 
been associated with this disease besides smoking, 
including occupational and environmental exposures, diet, 

Q 

viruses, heredity and stress. Clearly, there are many 
gaps in knowledge about lung cancer that only further 
research will resolve. 
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